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June 19, 1896 566 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Sanitary reports from medical officers of the Louisiana State board of health, 
on duty in Central America. 

[The following reports are addressed to the president of the State board of health, 

Louisiana.] 

Belize, British Honduras, May 8, 1896. 
Dear Sir : I have the honor to report that the port of Belize, British 
Honduras, is without contagious or infectious disease. 

May 29, 1896. 
I have the honor to report that I left Belize, British Honduras, on the 
steamship Breakwater, Monday, 25th instant, for Puerto Cortez, Spanish 
Honduras, and returned to Belize this day, having visited all the inter- 
mediate points between these two ports, viz : Stann Creek, British Hon- 
duras ; Punta Gorda, British Honduras ; Little Biver, British Honduras ; 
Monkey Biver, British Honduras; Port Barrios, Guatemala, and Liv- 
ingston, Guatemala. 

With the exception of Port Barrios, where an isolated patient was 
convalescing from smallpox, and where malarial intermittent fever was 
also prevailing, I beg to report that the other ports were free from con- 
tagious or infectious diseases. 

Very respectfully, Wm. H. Carson, M. D., 

Medical Officer. 

Puerto Cortez, Spanish Honduras, May 28, 1896. 

* * * The health of Puerto Cortez and surrounding country is and 
has been very good for months, and is entirely free from disease of a 
contagious or infectious nature. 

Very respectfully, J. C. Stickney, M. D., 

Medical Officer. 

La Ceiba, Spanish Honduras, May 29, 1896. 

* * * In compliance with instructions I have the honor to report 
that the health conditions of La Ceiba are good and that the same good 
health prevails in all contiguous coast towns. 

Very respectfully, W. K. Fort, M. D., 

Medical Officer. 

Bluefields, Nicaragua, May 27, 1896. 

* * * I have the honor to report that this port and surrounding 
country are free from infectious or contagious diseases. 

Very respectfully, C. W. Knight, M. D., 

Medical Officer. 

Port Limon, Costa Bica, May 28, 1896. 

* * * The port of Limon and contiguous country is free from any 
quarantinable disease. I have taken particular pains to inform myself 
as to the sanitary condition of the country, and, except some cases of 
dysentery in the higher elevations, I find the country remarkably 
healthy. 

L. A. Wailes, M. D., 

Medical Officer. 
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BOOAS DEL TORO, Colombia, May 29, 1896. 
* * * I have the honor to report that Bocas del Toro is free from 
all contagious or infectious diseases. 

I visited Colon, United States of Colombia, on the 18th instant and 
made diligent inquiry as to existing health conditions, and there are no 
contagious or infectious diseases there. 

Very respectfully, W. B. Bonsall, M. D., 

Medical Officer. 

CHINA. 

The bubonic plague in Canton. 

Under date of May 12, 1896, the United States consul at Canton 
reports that the bubonic plague has appeared in various parts of Can- 
ton and moves about from one portion of the city to another with vary- 
ing fatality. No records or statistics are available. The plague is not 
so virulent or severe as in 1894, when it was estimated that 120,000 
Chinese died of it between March 1 and August 31. It has appeared 
in some interior localites of this province, and is prevailing in Hong- 
kong. 

CUBA. 
Sanitary reports from Santiago — SmaUpox increasing. 

Santiago de Cuba, May 80, 1896. 

Sib: I have the honor of submitting the following report on the 
sanitary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended May 30 : 

The number of deaths has been 58, of which 7 were from smallpox, 
2 from yellow fever, 8 from remittent fever, 5 from pernicious fever, 4 
from dysentery, 3 from tuberculosis, 10 from enteritis, and the rest 
from noncontagious diseases. Variola is on the increase, and there are 
now over 100 cases known under treatment. Yellow fever continues 
the same as last week, while dysentery and intestinal diseases increase 
greatly. 

The following vessels have been inspected and bills of health issued 
to them : May 22, British steamship Earnford, for Baltimore ; Ameri- 
can steamship Santiago, for New York (vise) ; Greek steamship Marfieltis 
BaUi, for Philadelphia. May 23, British steamship Earnwood, for Phila- 
delphia. May 25, Spanish steamship Panama (vise), for New York. May 
27, British steamship Mameluke, for Philadelphia. May 28, Belgium 
steamship Sagamore, for Philadelphia. May 29, British steamship Earn- 
dale, for Philadelphia. 

Bespectfully, Henry S. Camineko, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

Santiago de Cuba, June 6, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the sani- 
tary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended June 6. The 
mortality for this period has increased to an alarming figure, the rec- 
ords showing 94 deaths — of these, 32 were from smallpox, 2 from yellow 
fever, 18 from bilious remittent fever, 8 from pernicious fever, 12 from 
enteritis, 4 from tuberculosis, and the rest from common diseases of 
noncontagious character. 

Smallpox is raging epidemically, and the cases which can be num- 
bered by hundreds are increasing daily. There are no precautions 
taken to keep the sick isolated, and wakes over the corpses are of daily 
occurrence. 
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